
Free Speech Under Attack: Book Bans and Academic 

Censorship 

 

On Thursday, April 7, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. ET, Rep. Jamie Raskin, Chairman of the 

Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, will hold a hearing to examine the ongoing 

efforts across the country to ban books from schools and public libraries. 

  

Book challenges and bans are rising at unprecedented rates, with ideologically motivated 

organizations and legislators in Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Indiana, and other states 

leading campaigns to remove books from schools and public libraries.  In 2021, the American 

Library Association (ALA) recorded 729 challenges to remove nearly 1,600 books from school 

and public libraries—the highest number of attempted book bans in the 20 years that the ALA 

has tracked this data.  Meanwhile, some school administrators are preemptively removing library 

books out of fear. 

 

Books being challenged or banned include those that discuss racial equity, have minorities as 

protagonists, address LGBTQ+ issues, or have Black or LGBTQ+ authors.  Many of these texts 

help children and young adults to recognize differences and respect the humanity of others rather 

than to stigmatize and shun people who are different than themselves.  However, some right-

wing groups and media outlets have pushed false narratives to justify educational censorship 

aimed at controlling and chilling free speech.  These groups assert they are only challenging 

books that are “divisive” or “indoctrinate” students, but in reality are trying to ban books 

like Ruby Bridges Goes to School, Beloved, Families, Families, Families!, and Maus. 

  

Studies have shown that not only do students benefit from learning experiences that utilize and 

highlight diversity, but that removing books about LGBTQ+ experiences from schools 

further stigmatizes and isolates LGBTQ+ students who are already more likely to suffer 

depression and consider suicide.  These bans are unpopular among most Americans, and three 

out of every four public-school parents believe that books should be available in school libraries 

on an age-appropriate basis. 

  

https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/free-speech-under-attack-book-bans-and-academic-censorship
https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/04/national-library-week-kicks-state-america-s-libraries-report-annual-top-10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2022/03/22/school-librarian-book-bans-challenges/
https://www.mediamatters.org/fox-news/fox-news-pushes-lgbtq-book-bans-lies-they-promote-pedophilia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di9wLBofRV4
https://www.google.com/search?q=beloved+book&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS973US973&sxsrf=APq-WBs3iuPeO4KwF7YBEkeDxlWm55CtIg%3A1649022780516&ei=PBdKYu2HH-X9hwPTjbeQBA&ved=0ahUKEwjtlbzI8Pj2AhXl_mEKHdPGDUIQ4dUDCA4&uact=5&oq=beloved+book&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyCAguEIAEELEDMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEOgcIABBHELADOgcIABCwAxBDOgoIABDkAhCwAxgBOgwILhDIAxCwAxBDGAI6DwguENQCEMgDELADEEMYAjoHCC4QsQMQQzoHCAAQsQMQQzoNCC4QgAQQhwIQsQMQFDoICAAQgAQQsQM6CwguEIAEEMcBEK8BOgUILhCABEoECEEYAEoECEYYAVDyAVigCWCyC2gBcAF4AIABRYgBswKSAQE1mAEAoAEByAETwAEB2gEGCAEQARgJ2gEGCAIQARgI&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=families+families+families&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS969US969&oq=families&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i57j46i199i465i512j0i512j69i61j69i60j69i61j69i65.1359j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS969US969&q=maus+book&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwim-_-O2Pj2AhXFgnIEHaYoAO0QirwEKAB6BAgCEDI&biw=995&bih=674&dpr=1.25
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2021/11/02/school-board-elections-put-students-well-being-risk/6134608001/?gnt-cfr=1
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/LGBT-Youth-US-Pop-Sep-2020.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/book-bans-opinion-poll-2022-02-22/
https://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2022/03/large-majorities-voters-oppose-book-bans-and-have-confidence-libraries


The current efforts to ban books are part of a broader attack on free speech in the classroom that 

amounts to educational censorship.  Combatting these efforts is paramount to protecting the First 

Amendment rights of students and teachers, and preserving free speech in America. 
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https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Ellis%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Mehta%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Pituch%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Bridges%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Hull%20Testimony_0.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Berg%20Testimony.pdf
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Parent 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 
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Additional witnesses to be announced 

 

https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Freeman%20Testimony.pdf
https://oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/Pidlunzy%20Testimony.pdf

